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20 NAVAL WAR COLLEGE REVIEW 
The New Left 
And Its Implications 
For Strategy In The Seventies 
A research paper prepared by 
Mr. Paul K. Stahnke 
School of Naval Warfare 
INTRODUCTION 
Serious analysis of current history is 
never an easy task. It is doubly difficult 
in this period of accelerated change in 
which today's crises often become 
merely footnotes in tomorrow's history. 
However, this paper attempts rather 
brazenly to judge the place in history of 
the current generational revolt which 
has, within the past few years, become a 
major, and often distorted, feature in 
the media and a preoccupation of the 
public generally. 
The significance of the "generation 
gap" becomes an intimate and un­
avoidably subjective question to any 
father (and this writer is one threefold), 
further complicating any analysis. How-
ever, the question cannot be avoided in 
considerations of the shape of the 
future. Its implications are manifold, 
but this paper will focus primarily on 
those likely to affect U.S. strategy in 
the next decade. 
In the process more questions will 
probably be raised than answered, but 
the vague outlines of the changing para­
meters within which any international 
strategy will have to operate are already 
apparent. These, with some embellish­
ments, become l:he tentative conclusions 
of this paper, but not until after the 
origins, motivations, objectives, and en­
durability of the New Left are explored 
in some-and probably controversial­
detail. 
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58 NAVAL WAR COLLEGE REVIEW 
Impact Of 
Senior Service College Education 
On Naval Officer Promotion 
A lecture delivered at the Naval War College 
on 29 April 1969 
by 
Captain Edward R. Day, Jr., U.S. Navy 
In the spring of 1960 some 160 naval 
officers reecivcd orders to attend one of 
the senior servietl eolleges. Commanders 
were in the majority I but many selectees 
were already captains. rvlosl were prob­
ably surprised, although pleased, with 
the ordcra. Surprised because the "war 
college list" is one of those eloscly held 
doeument.s at the Bureau of Naval Per• 
sonncl, and pleased bceausc ualural 
reaction is that such orders arc indica* 
tive Hf high standing among conlcm� 
poraries. 
Individual letters of congratulations 
and welcome soon arrived from the 
presidents and commandants of lhc 
several colleges. The lcltcffl probably 
cited the great potential of the officers 
selected and related lhe mission of the 
colleges to prepare lhcm for the very 
highest positions of military leadership, 
responsibility i and command. Many 
offieers tried to analyze and rationalize 
their assignmenls to parlieular eoUegcs, 
aud those few that checked with their 
detailers learned that all the colleges are 
considered coequal and Lhat assignments 
were largely random. 
Words of congratulations from 
juniors and contemporaries were wel• 
comed, and the counsel of seniors likely 
encompassed a broad spectrum of 
diverse positions on lhc cSBentiality of 
aenior service college cdueation j the 
relative merits of certain colleges, and 
Lhe impacl on future assignmenls and 
promotion. Those more inquisitive 
officers that reviewed official directives 
found no comprehensive statement oi:' 
Navy policy on the imporUmcc or 
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68 NAVAL WAR COLLI<:GE REVIEW 
OFFICER 
PROMOTION 
PLANNING 
A lecture delivered at the Naval War College 
by 
Commander James K. Martin, U.S. Navy 
What is my promotion opportunity? 
Thia a <1uestion that all officers ask 
periodic.ally from Lhc tirnc of cornmis. 
sioning until dcparLurc from the naval 
service. While this may seem a simple 
qncry, it, in faclt demands a rather 
oomplicated response. 
Promotion opportunity is a conse­
qnencc of personnel planning 1 and the 
opportunily for selcclion is a slatislical 
analysis of selection hoard results. Pro­
molion opportunity is composed of 
three factors: (1) the prescribed num­
bcr"--the number of offieers that shall he 
maintained in a grade or combination of 
grades for a partieular category, (2) the 
flow point- -the lolal commisHioned Her­
vioo accrued prior to entering the pro­
rnolion tone, and (3) lhc promotion 
percentage-a percentage description of 
the nnmbcr of officers authorized to he 
selected divided by the numher of offi­
cers in the promotion r.onc. ln the 
unresldeled line these three factors arc 
established for each grade above lieuten­
ant and are intertlcpcndenl. For the 
grades of lieutenant and below i promo­
tion percentages and flow points are 
established1 hut prescribed numbers are 
not rcqnircrl. 'J'he number of office.rs in 
these grades is • product of the ensign 
inpnL which is a fuuction of lhe total 
strength authorizer!. 
Prcsedhcd numbers are established 
for lieulcnaut commanders and ahove in 
the unrestricted line and limited duty 
officer eommunilics and for the com­
bined grades of captain, commander, 
und licutcmml commander in the re­
slricte,I line. The staff corps has no 
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An article prepared by 
Rear Admiral John 0. Hayes, U.S. Navy (Ret.) 
Stephen Bleeker Luce served in the 
U.S. Navy for 70 years, and 60 of them 
were spent on active duty. His pre­
eminence was not achieved in war but 
rather in the trying sphere of preparing 
for it. He entered the Navy as a midship­
man 5 years before tht: Mexican War, 
and he thus was able to have a part in 
the first of America's overseas conflicts. 
He served as a seasoned officer during 
the Civil War and perceived with his 
keen professional undersranding the 
purpose of a Navy and the needs of the 
men who compose it. He never after­
wards allowed himself or those who 
followed him to forget that the two 
foundation stones of their calling were 
war and the preparation for it. His 
acumen, zeal, and untiring energy 
throughout the next half century helped 
bring about a revolution in naval 
thought that has had its impact to this 
day, not only on his own Navy, but on 
the other navies of the world. Luce died 
a few months after the United States 
entered World War I, but he lived to see 
the Nation to which he contributed so 
much take its first decisive steps toward 
world power. 
The prime of Luce's life was spent in 
the period when the U.S. Navy was at 
the lowest point in its history. After the 
Civil War the American people turned 
their eyes and efforts inward to the 
development of their heartland and 
away from the sea which had been the 
basis of their prewar outlook. The Navy 
and the merchant marine were neglected 
and forgotten. Most senior naval officers 
were content to reflect upon the glories 
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80 NAVAL WAR COLLEGE REVIEW 
WRITING 
FOR 
PUBLICATION 
An article 
by 
Mr. Roger C. Taylor 
In writing an unsatisfactory fitness 
report on Alfred Thayer Mahan, a criti­
cal senior used this blunt statement: "It 
is not the business of naval officers to 
write books." Yet today there are 
numerous reasons why naval officers 
should write for publication. Perhaps 
the most important is the preservation 
of one's knowledge and wisdom in a 
particular area. 
Consider Mahan, and contrast him, if 
you will, with Adm. Raymond Spru­
ance. Here are two men with obviously 
great strategic acumen-men with great 
knowledge and wisdom in strategic 
affairs. Mahan recorded his knowledge. 
Spruance, unfortunately, has not, and 
we who study naval strategy are the 
poorer for not having his great knowl­
edge available. 
BIOGRAPHIC SUMMARY 
Mr. Roger C. 
Taylor did his under­
graduate work at Har­
vard University and 
holds a masters degree 
in journalism from 
Boston University. He 
served on active duty 
as a naval officer in 
both destroyers and 
submarines from 195 3 to 1957, and since 
1959 has been on the United States Naval 
Institute staff. He recently took leave of his 
position as Editorial Director of the U.S. 
Naval Institute and is now affiliated with 
International Marine Publishing Company of 
Camden, Me. 
There are many kinds of professional 
naval writing, of course. There is the 
article; the essay; the book; the mono­
graph; the book review; the letter to the 
editor; the humble, enjoyable sea story. 
Seagoing officers sometimes under­
estimate a publisher's desire for simply a 
good sea story from which lessons may 
be learned and which will give shore­
bound readers just pure enjoyment. The 
editors are always trying, for example, 
to gel more salt water on the pages of 
the United States Naval Institute Pro­
ceedings. 
Many officers are doubtless deterred 
from writing by a pessimistic prognosis 
of their chances for publication. To 
many, the editor is stereotyped as a 
critical and merciless evaluator, preju­
diced in favor of those authors whose 
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